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Conference Minister, The Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel 

As your new Conference Minister, I have spent my first four months visiting as many churches 
and clergy as I can, in person, with a priority on building relationships. Over fifteen Sundays, I’ve 
visited twenty-one churches, preaching and teaching, and learning not just about church but 
about the geography, politics and culture of Michigan. One thing is obvious. God has called me 
to a beautiful state. 
 
I have spoken live to the UCC Women of Michigan, celebrated and preached at glorious clergy 
installations and I look forward to hearing Dr. Brad Braxton, the new President of Chicago 
Theological Seminary preach at my own installation on October 23, 2022, which will be in 
person and online. By attending annual, board, committee, staff and ministry team meetings, as 
well as clergy groups on zoom, I have taken advantage of the lessons that Covid taught us all 
about the hybrid nature of ministry. After two long years of Covid 19 shut down, I arrived in 
Michigan in a season of reopening and I am taking full advantage of the chance to connect and 
celebrate our churches in whatever way works. 
 
Our Conference staff, who are spread across the state geographically, also appreciate the 
efficiency and freedom of working from home or in the office. Three of our staff, Associate 
Conference Minister Cheryl Burke, Conference Administrator Lisa Soulliere and Search and Call 
Coordinator Merrilyn Vaughn-Hoffman, are based around East Lansing. Rev. Calandra Nevenzel 
serves the Southwest Association from Baroda, Rev. Ruth Fitzgerald serves Grand West from 
Grand Rapids, Rev. Ruth Moerdyk resources our search and call process from Kalamazoo, Acting 
Financial Director Karen Wheeler operates out of Rockford, and our Program Associate for 
Youth Ministry Jenn Ringgold works from Midland. As for me, I ended up based in Grand 
Rapids, where I accidentally bought a historic home.  
 
While we have all become comfortable with technology, our staff truly missed being together 
during the two years that preceded my arrival, so it felt like a blessing to share an in-person 
staff day in September, which was the first time the staff had gathered in person at work in 
over two years. Get used to seeing all of our faces as our Conference staff join me in venturing 
forth to reconnect with all of you.  
 
That commitment is particularly impressive given that we are obviously understaffed, with 
three staff vacancies created before I arrived, and other reorganizations. I am grateful for the 
time to get to know the needs of our churches and our clergy before making any quick 
decisions about staffing, but I do intend to fill those gaps as soon as those needs become clear. 
 
We are facing challenges that are not unique to the UCC or to Michigan. We already feel a 
clergy shortage, after the great resignation of Covid hit the church world in ways similar to 
fields like education and healthcare. Our pastors were often first responders who got caught in 
the middle of culture wars that were dominating our national discourse. My hope in such chaos 
lies with our churches, if we can be faithful enough to the teachings of Jesus to share a pew 
with someone we disagree with. Shared worship, of something other than ourselves, is more 
counter cultural today than it has ever been. This is why it has lifted my spirits so much to come 
and see our churches in person. On many occasions, my visit has prompted a church to hold its 
first coffee hour or special reception in two years. (Lord knows, if I can do anything to help 
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people eat more cookies, I consider my ministry to be a success.) Even if other churches have 
been back in person for a while, their numbers are a third to half of what they were before 
Covid, with families with young children being the slowest to return. Other than those who lost 
loved ones to the virus, it is the working families with kids who went through the most stress in 
Covid and so I am not surprised that their trauma lingers in exhaustion and a slow return.  The 
church and the gospel of Christ have an answer for burdens like that, but we must be ready 
when they come, to minister to them and to care for them, rather than expecting them to do 
what the church thinks it needs. Covid sent all of us to Creativity School and she’s not done with 
us yet. 
 
I think the next course that Covid is sending us to is Charm School. I would be remiss not to 
acknowledge that one of the many ways pandemic trauma still manifests itself in society is that 
we have forgotten how to talk to each other. We spent two years going down the rabbit holes 
of our computers delving into territory that became more and more ideologically disparate, all 
us able to selectively to listen to our news through the mouths of pundits we already agree 
with. Now that we are back in person, is it any wonder that our social skills are a little rusty and 
we find ourselves short tempered over relatively trivial things and even paranoid? Again, the 
tradition of Christian worship, of something greater than ourselves, in a tradition older and 
bigger than we are, has something to say to all this. When we pray together, sing together and 
even confess together, God slips in and makes our hearts more open. However, you worship, be 
it online or in person, doing that ancient practice with other people remains my greatest hope 
for society right now. It is out of that worship holy word that we are inspired to do justice, love 
mercy and walk humbly with our God, who is as willing to walk next to you as to the person you 
disagree with. Worship matters more than ever. And how we do it is suddenly wide open with 
possibilities.  
 
If all we hope for coming out of two years of lock down is that the church will return to what it 
once was, we have missed the memo from the Holy Spirit. With the losses of some old 
programs, in some cases we learned we could live without them, and in fact, felt a certain relief 
and freedom. We have received the gift of space to fill with new ministries. Technology has 
allowed anonymous seekers from all over the world to test us out online, and cutting off your 
church’s live stream is now the equivalent of locking your front door and wondering why 
people don’t come. But keeping it going, and praying for the people you have never met to be 
touched by God, is the new way to love the stranger in your midst. The most important person 
in Christ’s church is the one who isn’t here yet. 
 
As a person that many of you had not met until four months ago, I want to thank the Michigan 
Conference for your love and hospitality to me in my new role. To those of you I have not yet 
met, I thank you for your prayers and notes. For those of you who have the gift of connecting 
people to one another, I thank you for introducing me to your people, your churches, your 
cultures and your communities. Without wise guides, I would be lost. So in particular, I give 
thanks to God for our Board President Judith Booker whose wisdom has guided me since before 
I arrived and whose faithful leadership strengthens us all as the Michigan Conference of the 
United Church of Christ. 
 

 



3 
 

Associate Conference Minister, The Rev. Cheryl Burke 

Search and Call: 
Staff meeting - search and call; Reference checks; validating minister’s profiles; assisting 15 
churches in transition   

        
Covenant, Eastern, and United Northern Associations: 
Committee on Ministry meetings by Zoom 
Executive Team meetings by Zoom 
Weekly Zoom café for Covenant clergy, twice monthly Zoom for UNA and Eastern clergy 
In person clergy gatherings starting in Sept. 2022.    
150th Anniversary – Imlay City – in person 
Preaching, Ecclesiastical Councils, Installations 
Association meetings Zoom and hybrid 
United Fitness Review Committee 
 
Vital Growth  
Team meetings 
Prep for Vitality Day with Susan Beaumont 
Organized and led 3 coaching groups for How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where You Are 
Going 
Prep for Conflict Transformation Webinar with Cameron Trimble 
Coaching conversations with new church start pastors online 
Bertha Dayton Grants; Vitality Grants 
 
New Church Starts:  
Monthly Zoom gathering, processed matching grants, revising support and accountability 
process.  New Churches by Association: 
Covenant: Lansing, Space for Grace UCC, Mt. Pleasant, The Gathering UCC    
DMA: Detroit, Beloved Community UCC  Eastern:  Romeo, RISE UCC 
Grand West:  Wyoming, Joy Like a River UCC (Ministerios Rios de Agua) 
UNA: New Waves UCC 
  
Other Activities: 
Conference Board of Director’s meeting 
Staff meetings 
Coaching pastors and church leadership 
Midwest Ministry Executive Board meetings 
Chair, William Johnson Scholarship Committee (national) 
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Board of Directors, President, Ms. Judith Booker 

The previous year provided changes that brought forth excitement for the Board of Directors 
and the Conference. During the employment of our Transitional Conference Minister Rev. Phil 
Hart, it was agreed that he would function as the representative of the Board to oversee the 
sale of Camp Talahi. We are thankful that after several attempts, the sale of Camp Talahi was 
completed prior to Rev. Hart’s departure from Michigan which was a major accomplishment.  
We are also thankful for the creative concept of the Courage Grants which was initiated by Rev. 
Hart to allow each church within our Conference to apply and receive a two thousand dollar 
grant to use as discretionary funds for their church. The pandemic created hardships for many 
churches, and the Courage Grants allowed them to receive some relief. 

Our Search Committee provided the Board with our final candidate who was presented and 
received by a unanimous vote to accept the candidate.  There were meet and greets, followed 
by a special meeting to vote and accept Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel as our new and first female 
Conference Minister. Rev. Hart’s departure was in June and Rev. Dr. Daniel's arrival was in July. 
The end of our season with Rev. Phil Hart helped us prepare for the beginning of a new season 
with Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel. God has continued to bless our Conference. 

There is still much work to be done on the part of the Board, and as we welcome Rev. Daniel to 
participate and enhance that work, our goal is to create new visions with all our Mission Area 
Teams; revitalization of our existing churches and seeking new concepts of how the church is 
perceived.  

I would like to take special privilege to thank all the members of the Conference Board for their 
insight, integrity, and always making themselves available when called upon. Two of our long 
term members will be completing their terms of service, Rev. Ruth Moerdyk our secretary and 
Ralph Sims who I have classified as our historian. Thank you both for your years of service to 
this Conference Board. All Board members have a fiduciary and moral responsibility to every 
church within our Conference as well as a commitment to do the work, even when there are 
difficult issues to deal with. May our Conference prosper in ways that only the Holy Spirit can 
imagine and constant blessings showered over our new Conference Minister and the unsung 
heroes, our staff members. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judith Booker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Grand West Area Minister, The Rev. Ruth Fitzgerald 

Several years before the pandemic began, I wrote a sermon and applied a title of another 
sermon I’d heard at General Synod 2013.  Just wait…There’s More.  Just wait, there’s more 
might just be the watchword for the past year.  (Thanks to Jo Hudson for that title.) 
 
I think this caution reminds us to be aware of the things that might be happening when we are 
not paying attention, or when we are distracted by something else.  The story of Phillip’s 
conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch—witness to the expansive love and realm of God—was 
happening in the background while Saul was (meanwhile) continuing to persecute the followers 
of Jesus.  We might remember Saul’s violence and subsequent remarkable conversion, but one 
at a time, unlikely folks were being drawn into the community of God’s love.  Just wait…there’s 
more.  (Acts 8-9) 
 
For the past year, things have gone on much as they did in the 2021 year.  As Area Conference 
Minister I’ve been diligent in staying in touch with clergy and churches by phone and zoom and 
email.  Our “regular” clergy gatherings have continued, though generally not on a weekly basis 
now.  That group has shaped the frequency and focus of our meetings and going forward we 
will meet twice a month.   
 
Churches continue to engage the Search and Call process and we welcomed Rev. Darryl Kistler 
to Park Church in the past year.  Five other churches are in transition, forming search 
committees, inviting interim pastors, writing their local church profiles, and reading pastoral 
profiles.  And, our official Grand West Association meetings continued via zoom (mostly), we 
participated in the meet-and-greet zooms to get acquainted with our new Conference Minister, 
and we planned an association-wide service for The Longest Night (in December)—again 
offered via zoom.  
 
Meanwhile, I remained in touch with our local health department zoom gatherings for faith and 
community leaders to stay current with the pandemic trends in West Michigan.   
 
And, as we were waiting, the outlook shifted a bit.  Beginning this spring my own preaching 
took me in-person (with a mask) to 4 of our churches, I met in person with small groups in a few 
churches, and there were outdoor coffee meetings with clergy.  There was an ordination during 
which we truly did lay hands on candidate Alyssa Anten.  And then, on a Wednesday morning in 
September, our clergy group met together at New City Neighbors, face-to-face and so joyful to 
be together.   
 
Just wait…there’s more.  And perhaps we know this best because we have called a new leader 
to be among us; your conference staff also has met together to reconnect and renew and claim 
a vision for going forward.  There IS more, for all of us in God’s church, in God’s world, in God’s 
love.  Amen. 
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Southwest Area Minister, The Rev. Calandra Nevenzel 

This past year has felt like a time when we are starting fresh, and yet still having some false 
starts, stops, and restarts. I give thanks to all who put in the hope and hard work of our mutual 
ministry in the Southwest Association.  
 
In great sadness, we said goodbye this year to one of God’s dearly beloved: Dale Muyskens, 
who served so faithfully as chair of The Church and Ministry Committee and as a strong lay 
leader at First Congregational UCC in Union City. Continued prayers for peace for his family and 
friends. This grief has been hard on many, including our committee, as we continue to work 
toward getting back on our feet. 
I give thanks to Rev. Jennifer Fair, Pastor of Union Church in Tekonsha, who is serving us well as 
Chair for the remainder of this year. 
 
We have many churches in transition and struggling with conflict, and we are doing our best to 
serve them well and consider what resources and tools we can bring in to aid this effort. 
Pastors, leaders, churches, please know we are praying for you, rooting for you, and that we 
care deeply about your needs and concerns. 
 
In the midst of all that holds us back, I strongly believe that God is crafting good out of it. We 
are paying attention, we are considering new ways of doing things, and we are paring back 
where overstretching ourselves is no benefit to anyone. We are working together to dream for 
the future in big ways and small, as we seek to encourage church collaboration, and support for 
our ministers and lay leaders alike. The Church and Ministry Committee will gather soon for a 
retreat at Tower Hill Camp to acknowledge our past grief, as well as dream and plan for our 
future of hope. 
 
We celebrated Rev. Jeffrey Hubers, Pastor of First Congregational UCC in St. Joseph in officially 
joining the UCC through Privilege of Call. We celebrated the Installation of Rev. Mike Mulberry 
as Pastor of Pilgrim Congregational UCC.  
 
Southwest Association Clergy have enjoyed being able to meet together in person for our 
monthly clergy lunches. We will hold our hybrid SWA Annual Gathering this November where 
Rev. Lillian Daniel, Michigan Conference Minister, will be sharing her thoughts with us on our 
theme “Grant us Courage.” 
 
In the words of Paul from Hebrews 12:1-3: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from 
sinners, so that you may not grow weary in your souls or lose heart. 
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Covenant Association – Moderator, The Rev. Dawn Christenson 

The Covenant Association has been blessed over the past year. Here is a summary of some of the events 
and activities. 
 
We held our Spring Meeting, “New Beginnings”, on April 30, 2022 via zoom. Attendance and 
participation were outstanding. Our theme of New Beginnings was based on Isaiah 43:18-19: Do not 
remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a NEW THING; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. We enjoyed 
wonderful worship, fabulous speakers, connection in breakout room conversations, and celebrated 
church and ordination anniversaries. We also elected a full slate of officers and advocates, to lead us 
through the year ahead. 
 
Our Fall Meeting, “Better Together in Unity”, was held on October 1, 2022. Again, attendance and 
participation were outstanding. Our theme of Better Together in Unity was based on John 17:22-23: 
“The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them 
and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that world may know that you have sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me.” The program was well received. We are grateful to 
our Treasurer, Keith Koebel, and Stewardship Advocate, Michael Young, for presenting our finances. The 
proposed 2023 budget passed. It should be noted, as was shared at the meeting, that we have 
repurposed our Vogel Fund (formerly Vogel STEM Fund). The STEM (Systematic Training for Effective 
Ministry) program no longer exists. However, the funds will again be used to support lay leadership and 
ministry training. Laity withing the Association may begin applying for use of those funds in 2023. During 
the calendar year of 2022, we have been pleased to disburse numerous grants to churches through our 
NOW (Need Opportunity and Witness) grant program. In fall of 2021, we issued a number of Higher 
Education grants to churches for their campus ministry programs.  
 
Our Committee on Ministry, has been as busy as ever with MIDs and events. Over the past year, we 
have had a number of installations, ordinations, and celebrations of clergy being granted privilege of 
call. We’ve been pleased to hold these events as either in-person or hybrid gatherings.  
 
Sadly, we had to say goodbye to our Newsletter Editor, Rev. Deborah Conrad. She moved to Colorado, 
to accept a new call there. We have struggled to find someone to step into her very big shoes as the 
Newsletter Editor. Seeking to keep our member churches connected, we have moved away from a 
newsletter model to social media. We now have a new Facebook page! (Covenant Association of the 
Michigan Conference United Church of Christ) Many thanks to Erin Heisler for setting it up and 
administering it for us! 
 
We look forward to the year ahead, with God as our guide. Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Dawn Christenson 
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Eastern Association – Moderator, The Rev. Kim Newport 
 
Those serving the Association Committee include:  Rev. Cheryl Burke as ACM, Rev. Michelle 
Brown as liaison from the Committee on Ministry, Rev. Kim Newport, co-pastor of Rise UCC 
serves as the Chair of the Coordinating Committee. Rev. Alana Kelley, pastor of First 
Congregational St Clair, UCC serves as Vice Chair.  Barb Fandrick is a member of First 
Congregational St Clair, UCC and serves as treasurer.  We have not had a secretary this year. 

Our committee typically meets approximately four times per year.  This calendar year all of our 
meetings have been held via Zoom.  Our Spring Association Meeting for all churches was held 
on May 22nd at East China Park in St. Clair in a beautiful pavilion.  Our in-person attendance was 
relatively small, but the weather was a negative factor.  However, we also chose to record and 
post the service on social media, which gave many others the opportunity to participate from 
home.  Our Fall Meeting this year was held jointly with the DMA on September 24th via Zoom.  
It is always a blessing to meet together. 

This year, the Eastern Association had one church go through the process of dissolution.  First 
Congregational, UCC Romeo dissolved after 193 years of ministry.  We also welcomed Rise UCC 
as a new church start.  Rise began as a “church in covenantal development” in the association 
and became a church in full standing through a duly called association meeting on June 22nd 
after meeting all requirements of the Conference and the COM.   

The Eastern Association also officiated one ecclesiastical council and one ordination this year, 
both for Traci Bartell.  Traci had been a person in discernment throughout seminary.  After 
completing all requirements, her ecclesiastical council was held via Zoom with a quorum from 
all of our churches.  After a successful ecclesiastical council, Traci was called to serve as co-
pastor of Rise UCC.  Her ordination was held at First Congregational UCC Rochester on August 
7th.   

This year, we also celebrated the 150th anniversary of First Congregational UCC of Imlay City.  It 
was a three-day event, from September 9th-11th and included the entire community.  They did a 
wonderful job of highlighting their ministries of the past and present.   

Our clergy continue to meet bi-weekly via Zoom and spend our time together both as a support 
system and to collaborate with one another.  As a small association, we do our best to invite 
one another’s congregations to events and classes to encourage more participation and 
fellowship between our churches.   

We continue our broader support of the Michigan Conference and the National Setting of the 
United Church of Christ through participation in educational opportunities, online worship, and 
the many other resources provided to us.  We look forward to future success as we collaborate 
to Be The Church. 
 
Submitted by:  Rev. Kim Newport 
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Southwest Association – Moderator, The Rev. Susan Greenwood 

So let’s strive for the things that bring peace and the things that build each other up. 

Romans 14:19 

This was a year of integrating the things we have learned from the pandemic into the new 
normal that is developing. It is sometimes confusing and confounding but also exciting as we 
shape the future.  

We learned that some of the alternative ways of meeting and worshipping used during the 
pandemic should continue. When the necessary technology is available, hybrid worship and 
meeting enable the participation of persons who otherwise could not attend. Many meetings, 
we discovered, can be held online to save the time and expense of commuting to them. We 
also learned that we humans missed being in the same room together, so we found ways to be 
together in as much safety as each person required for their own well-being. We expect to 
continue to refine and expand upon these methods of reaching our participants. 

Perhaps one of the most important developments is the beginning of conversations between 
congregations about how the sharing of resources may make it possible for small congregations 
to continue to minister in their communities. These conversations are just starting but are 
important to understanding what the church of the future will be. 

In the meantime, we offer deep thanks to those who have kept and are keeping the Southwest 
Association functioning well. 

With peace and hope, 

Rev. Sue Greenwood 
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Youth Ministries Annual Report by Jenn Ringgold – Program Associate 

Beginning in Dec 2021/Jan 2022 Rev. Phil Hart and I worked with consultants Sue Phillips and Hillary 
Allen from Sacred Design Lab to define and create a plan for conversation and research related to 
uncovering insights around Youth Ministry.  The goal was to have a concrete product that could move 
the Michigan Conference and the wider church  forward from the impact and effects of the global 
pandemic and  years of stagnant growth. 

In*spire: Youth Ministry Insights is a collaborative document between The Michigan Conference UCC 
and Sacred Design Lab.  It is informed by youth, youth leaders, theologians, context experts, and youth 
influencers outside of the church from across the country. 

Small Group Conversations were facilitated over Zoom for each of the above demographics.  Comments, 
themes, and recommendations were coalesced and presented in the report found here.  In May, Rev 
Phil Hart and I hosted a Zoom for the Conference to learn about the report, and in June 2022 presented 
the report to the UCC Youth Ministry Meet Up Zoom coordinated by the UCC Minister for Youth and 
Young Adult Engagement, Rev. Trayce Potter.  The report has also been shared with the National 
Organization of Wider Church Youth Ministries, and will be a key area of focus for their 2022 gathering 
for designing and looking ahead at UCC Youth Ministry across the wider-church. 

In*spire: Youth Ministry Insights comes at a pivotal time for the MI Conference as we once again 
attempt to build connections with local churches, support pastors and faith formation leaders working 
with youth, and evolve into the next season of what Youth MInistry can be. 

The first project to be inspired by this work was the Conference Wide Summer Book Read of Melissa by 
Alex Gino.  This effort involved reading a banned book designed for elementary school students, along 
with Social media, to inspire questions and discussion via Zoom about faith and where we see Gospel 
themes emerge from learning and unconditional acceptance.  The ripple effect of the book study is 
ongoing as youth groups and local churches are still accessing the discussion questions and themes in 
their settings today.   

Utilizing In*spire to  support youth leaders, youth, and local churches to recognize a divine spark in 
every human, and come together in community to make the world a better place for our neighbors and 
ourselves is a key priority for Youth Ministry work in the year ahead.  Stay tuned for information about a 
January Gathering and Youth@Synod June 30 - July 4 2023. 

If you work with youth -- here are ongoing opportunities for support and innovation 

Join the Faith Formation and Youth MInistry Leaders Group on Damascus Project  

Zoom meetings for encouragement and networking occur on the First and Third Thursdays of every 
month at 11:00am EST 

OWL Taking Flight Monthly Webinars on the First Wednesday of every month 

Check out the Association of United Church Educators Website for an abundance of resources 

Join the UCC Youth Minister Facebook Group 

Email me anytime jenn@uccmidland.org with questions AND/OR to be included in regular email updates 
about youth, children, and family ministries.  

 

http://sacred.design/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Michigan-UCC-Youth-Ministry-Insights.pdf
http://sacred.design/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Michigan-UCC-Youth-Ministry-Insights.pdf
http://sacred.design/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Michigan-UCC-Youth-Ministry-Insights.pdf
http://www.alexgino.com/books/melissa/
http://sacred.design/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Michigan-UCC-Youth-Ministry-Insights.pdf
https://learning.the-damascus-project.org/sign_in?from=https%3A%2F%2Flearning.the-damascus-project.org%2F
https://www.ucc.org/events/category/our-whole-lives/our-whole-lives-our-whole-lives/
https://www.auce-ucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/121274544888835
mailto:jenn@uccmidland.org
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Faith Formation MAT, The Rev. Ruth Moerdyk, Facilitator 

Faith Formation MAT members are: Judith Booker, Beth Code, Susan Greenwood, Mary Ann 
Martin, and Ruth Moerdyk.  Jenn Ringgold, Conference Associate for Youth Ministries, also 
attends our meetings.  Additional members with a vital interest in faith formation are welcome, 
particularly those under age 50 and/or from historically underrepresented groups.  We also 
currently lack any non-staff participants from Covenant, Grand West, Eastern, and United 
Northern Associations; we would especially welcome participants from those Associations.   

According to the bylaws, “The Faith Formation Mission Area Team will assist and resource local 
churches and clergy with respect to worship and education. The MAT shall facilitate youth, 
young adult, and outdoor ministries of the Conference. This MAT will also provide for 
representation to the STEM Board and/or leadership for lay leadership development.”  

This charge covers a broad range of activities to support and nurture.  Much of our meeting 
time over the last year has gone toward developing ideas that would fulfill this mission.  We 
also have: 

• Accepted applications and overseen the disbursement of Immanuel Scholarship funds in 
support of Members in Discernment throughout the Conference.  Under guidelines 
revised and approved by the Board in 2019, smaller sums of money have also been 
granted for pastoral continuing education activities. 

• Kept abreast of activities conducted by Jenn Ringgold (reported elsewhere) and 
benefited a lot from her ideas and insights. 

• Begun to clarify our sense of specific areas of activity in order to avoid duplicating 
efforts with other MATS. 

• Read and briefly discussed together two books that explore the challenges and 
possibilities of progressive Christianity in the U.S. 

• Have had one member join a year-long set of conversations about spiritual formation 
for older adults being convened by the Wisconsin Conference.  She will keep the rest of 
us up to speed on what she learns. 

• Begun to learn about the recently launched Damascus Project Network of the Wisconsin 
and Minnesota Conferences, which seeks to equip, educate, and support lay leadership 
in churches, and to help catalyze personal and congregational transformation.  This 
project may hold strong possibilities for future collaboration toward helping strengthen 
lay leadership in several ways. 

 
In addition to exploring potential collaborations and already available resources, other ideas we 
will be exploring include providing trainings for Pastoral Relations Committees, arranging 
offerings related to the habits and practices of healthy churches, and offering retreat 
opportunities.  The possibilities of what we might do are nearly endless, our ongoing 
discernment is vital, and your insights and thoughts are deeply welcome. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ruth Moerdyk 
Convener 
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Prophetic Integrity MAT, The Rev. Jay Cummings, Facilitator 

The Prophetic Integrity Mission Area Team's (PIMAT) mandate is to focus on educating local 
churches and clergy with respect to matters calling for the public voice of the church. PIMAT 
assumed the social justice responsibilities formerly entrusted to the Commission for Church in 
Society and World Mission, as well as those given to the Resolutions Committee. 
 
The team offers support for churches who are involved in social justice programs and being a 
prophetic voice through financial grants each year. We provide or sponsor current issue 
workshops and forums. We work with those who submit resolutions for the Michigan Conference 
Annual Meeting. We share in the work of implementing the resolutions adopted by the 
Conference. 
 
This year we worked with Rev. Michael Mulberry and the supporting sponsors in reviewing the 
proposed resolution “Urging Divestment from Fossil Fuel Companies & the Major Financial 
Institutions That Provide Their Capital.”  This resolution was sent to the Board of Directors with the 
recommendation that it be presented in the Michigan Conference Annual Meeting for further 
action. 
 

In 2022, “Prophetic Witness grants up to $250 were offered to churches for public witness action or 
education on a social justice issue. We were pleased to award grants to the following churches: 
 

Congregational Church of Birmingham United Church of Christ 
First Congregational United Church of Christ of Cadillac 
Peoples Church of Flint, UCC, ABC, Alliance of Baptists 
Belding Congregational United Church of Christ 
East Church UCC, Grand Rapids 
Mayflower United Church of Christ, Detroit 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Charlotte 

 
We accepted the request from Bethel United Church of Christ, Waterford, to partner with them and RIP 
Medical Debt Relief in a Michigan Conference campaign to eliminate the total amount of personal debt 
for every person in Michigan who fit the criteria of low-income as described by the National Poverty 
Level of income.   Together, we are seeking to raise $40,000.00 to eliminate $4 million dollars in debt. 
 
Finally, PIMAT initiated the establishment of a permanent Anti-Racism Task Force as a sub-committee of 
PIMAT.  Jim Coran and Herman Haller are serving as co-facilitators of the task force.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jay Cummings, Facilitator 
Pamela June Anderson, Miriam Brown Dorsey, Deb Conrad, Jim Coran, Herman Haller,  
Daniel Kidder-McQuown, Paul Von Oeyen, Michael Young; Judith Booker (Board Representative) 
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Vital Growth MAT, The Rev. Mike Cooper, Facilitator 
 

Our Mission:  Making space for the transforming love of God. 
 
 Vitality Day – A well-attended Zoom event held on January 20th.   How to Lead When You 

Don’t Know Where You Are Going, by Susan Beaumont about leading in a liminal season. 
 Conflict Transformation Webinar-Held on March 5 and led by Cameron Trimble of 

Convergence. 
 Grants 

o Innovation Awards – Have been re-labeled as “Vitality” or “Revitalization” awards.  
Awards for 2022 are due on November 15th. 

o Bertha Dayton Fund – We received $25,000 in grant money this year and we 
awarded the full amount in two rounds, (April and October) 

 New Church Starts – The Gathering, a new Church Start in Mount Pleasant is being 
developed, Holland UCC continues to grow, Space for Grace UCC, Lansing is focusing on 
SGL/LGBTQI veterans and making sure that they are not forgotten.  New Waves UCC, 
Traverse City is partnering with others in the community to impact affordable housing.  
Ministerios Rios de Agua (Joy Like a River), Wyoming is a place of refuge and support for 
Latinx families in the Grand Rapids, The Beloved Community, Detroit is providing spiritual 
and physical support to the marginalized in their community.   

 Coaching – Through Convergence, pastors are partnering with coaches to make an impact in 
their communities of faith and in the world. 

 Michigan Open and Affirming Coalition - This group is led by Wayne Burling and it supports 
Michigan congregations considering or implementing the Open and Affirming process or 
working to fulfill previous Open and Affirming commitments.  Mark your calendars, the ONA 
group is planning an event on February 25, 2023.  Currently there are 61 officially 
designated ONA churches in Michigan (up from 49 in 2020) and 16 in process of considering 
the ONA designation.  We also have 4 New Church Starts that are ONA but not officially 
recognized by National yet. 

 Mission Insight - MissionInsite will no longer be available in 2023 due to increased costs. 
 Vitality Tool Box – A set of resources available to any church on request. 
 
Invitation to join our Team: 
We are looking for people who are interested/passionate about this work to join our team.  
Please, consider yourself invited!  We meet the 5th Thursday (when there is one) from 10-1 over 
Zoom.  For more information, contact Cheryl Burke or Mike Cooper. 
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Nominating Committee Report 
The Rev. Liz Larrivee 
Vice President, Michigan Conference UCC Board of Directors 
Chair, Nominating Committee 

As Vice President, my primary responsibility is to serve as Chair of the Nominating Committee.  
In addition, I also serve an Officer and member of the Executive Committee, Personnel 
Committee, Annual Gathering Planning Committee, and the Vital Growth Mission Area Team.  
Thank you to the Association Moderators, Association Committee On Ministry Chairs, 
Association Board of Director Liaisons, Conference Staff, and all who provided names for 
consideration for open BOD or General Synod Delegates (Class of 2023 and 2025) positions.  
The Nominating Committee received more interest in serving than available openings.  I am 
deeply grateful to all who expressed interest in serving the wider church in these roles.    

Our Conference by-laws provide guidelines for selecting a dynamic mix of final candidates for 
vote at the Annual Gathering who represent a cross-section of identified skill sets, ministry 
experience, spiritual gifts, demographics, and geographic locations.  Identified and interested 
candidates were presented for discussion and vote by the Nominating Committee after filling 
out a brief biographical information form. The Nominating Committee presented the 
recommended slate of nominations to the full Board of Directors for discussion and vote on 
September 17, 2022.  The final slate of nominations approved by the BOD for vote at the 
October 22, 2022 Annual Gathering includes:  

BOD Openings  BOD Candidate Name     Association 

Moderator (New Class of 2024) Rev. Dr. Diane Baker  DMA 
Secretary (New Class of 2024) &         
At Large (New Class of 2025) Antoinette McGarvin   DMA 
DMA Liaison                          
(Continuing Class of 2023) Stephen Johnson   DMA 

At Large (Continuing Class of 2024) Abbie Goerg  DMA 

At Large-2nd Term (Class of 2025) Rev. Liz Larrivee  COV 

SWA Liaison (New Class of 2025) Rev. Dr. Susan Greenwood   SWA 

Treasurer (New Class of 2024) OPEN – Accounting Skill Sets or CPA  OPEN 
 

 

 

 

 



15 
 

 

 

# General Synod Class of 2023  Association  Local Church  

1 Rev. Salvatore Sapienza (2021) GWA Douglas UCC 

2 Rev. Lily Tinker-Fortel (2021) COV First Congregational Ann Arbor 

3 Sandy Swayman (2021) GWA Plymouth Grand Rapids 

4 
Rev. Dr. Laura Miller Purrenhage 
(2021) COV First Congregational UCC Grand Ledge 

5 Rev. Dr. Susan Greenwood (2021) SWA First Congregational UCC Columa 

6 Angela McCarroll DMA Shrine of the Black Madonna 

7 Dr. Paul von Oeyen DMA Congregational Church of Birmingham UCC 

8 Rev. Danielle (Dani) Veenstra  SWA First Congregational UCC South Haven 

9 Rev. Jacoba Koppert COV Community Congregational UCC Pickney 

10  Vita Green EA  Rise UCC 
 

 # General Synod Class of 2025  Association Local Church 

1 Rev. Liz Larrivee COV Ypsilanti First Congregational UCC 

2 Abbie Goerg  DMA 
First Congregational Church of Rochester 
UCC 

3 Lisa Young DMA 
First Congregational Church of Rochester 
UCC 

4 Ralph Sims  COV St. Stephens Community Church UCC 

5 Stephen Johnson  DMA Plymouth UCC Detroit 

6 Aaron Rieder UNA Cheboygan UCC 

7 Rev. Rachel Bahr GWA Plymouth UCC Grand Rapids 

8 PL Cross  SWA Portage UCC 

9 Rev. Dan Barnum-Steggerda GWA 
Shelby Congregational UCC &  
Hart Congregational UCC  

10 Rev. Patty Higgins UNA 
First Congregational Church of Benzonia 
UCC 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Liz Larrivee 
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UCC Women of Michigan – President, Susan H. Grant 

 

UCC WOMEN OF MICHIGAN PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT 

“You have been called to one glorious hope for the future.” Ephesians 4:46 

We were rewarded by choosing “Hope” as our theme for both last year’s virtual event event 
and for our in person “mini-Gathering” this year. WE’RE BACK!!! We used Hope in the usual 
sense and also as an acronym for: Heartfelt; Optimistic; Proactive; Evolving. On September 29, 
2022, at the Bavarian Village in Frankenmuth, we joyfully experienced the community that 
being together in the same place provides. We felt the support, love and peace that we draw 
from each other. We celebrated our past, checked in together on our present and talked about 
our future. We worshipped together, communed together and even collected a special offering 
designated for the RIP program to help retire medical debt.  

Our Conference Minister, The Revered Doctor Lillian Daniel, joined us and delivered an 
encouraging message about navigating this hybrid world we have created to navigate the 
pandemic and afterword. By now, we have all realized that returning to “normal” is not an 
option and she discussed ways the Church will have to change to survive. We met in small 
groups to share our experiences during the pandemic, how we have been changed and what 
we need going forward. During worship, we also acknowledged those we have lost. We 
encouraged each attendee to share ideas that UCC Women will utilize to plan our future event, 
which we hope will return to our weekend format. We hope that the experiences that our 
members share at The Gathering will plant a seed that will come to fruition as they minister to 
their churches to do God’s work. We are so grateful for the hard work and talents of Shari 
Hoppe, Nancy Fay and the Reverend Penny Lowes for the joyful event we shared.  

As we have considered our Mission as an organization, we came to realize that our primary task 
is to prepare for and present The Gathering of UCC Women. As we studied our history, we have 
concluded that The Gathering of UCC Women fulfills our covenant to: “to walk together toward 
wholeness engaging in worship, study and action as members of the United Church of Christ.” It 
also fulfills our mission to be “an organization that meets Church Women’s needs for spiritual 
growth, personal worth and living a meaningful and abundant life through intergenerational 
modeling and activities.” God has blessed us with an extraordinarily talented Ministries Team 
and Gathering Committee by which to accomplish these worthy goals.  

Susan H. Grant, President  
UCC Women of Michigan 
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