
Dear Colleague in the United Northern Association, 

Please put the Sat., Sept. 21, “United Northern Association Fall Meeting” on your calendar, 

and invite some of your church members to join you at the First Congregational UCC in Alpena (201 S. Second 

Ave., Alpena, MI 49707) from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Our keynote program presenter will be Barbara Brown Zikmund (BBZ), an American historian of religion. She 

served as the editor for a history of the United Church of Christ in seven volumes, titled The Living Theological Heritage 

of the United Church of Christ, which was published from 1995 until 2005. Alpena has a set in our upstairs Conference 

Room library. 

For people who have come to the UCC from other denominations, BBZ will help us see how the UCC may be quite 

different: unique aspects of our theology and practice, anecdotes from our long legacy in America (since 1620), as 

well as current changes in UCC polity, and the challenge to “Be the Church”. 

There are a lot of inspiring actions in our past, but what makes our heritage significant is how it impacts the way 

we “do church” now.  Our denominational ancestors were often years ahead of everybody else, stepping up and 

stepping out in the name of Jesus Christ.  There is a litany of “firsts” on our record.  But the question we need to 

consider is “Why does God need the United Church right now?”  Come prepared to talk about your own local 

congregation’s mission, outreach, and experience with social justice issues and see how it resonates with our 400 

year history in America.  

Barbara Brown Zikmund, a 1961 graduate of Beloit College, married Joseph Zikmund in 1961, and with him has one son. 

In 1964, she was ordained as a minister in the United Church of Christ, the same year in which she received a Woodrow 

Wilson Fellowship. In 1969, BBZ received her PhD from Duke University. Much of her research has focused on the role 

in American religious life played by ordained women; other of her work has been done on the history of the United 

Church of Christ. BBZ was co-author of Clergy Women, published in 1998, a study on the role of women in clergy. 

Rev. Lance met BBZ in 1981, when she was academic dean at the Pacific School of Religion (Berkeley), and she 

taught his required “UCC Polity” Class. BBZ then went on to become the President of Hartford Seminary until year 2000. 

She was also the first woman to serve as president of the Association of Theological Schools of the United States and 

Canada, from 1986 until 1988; from 1984 to 1992 she was on the World Council of Churches Programme for Theological 

Education.  As a facilitator of interfaith relations, Zikmund was a member of the Interfaith Relations Committee of the 

National Council of Churches, in which role she served from 1991 until 2007; seven of those years she spent as chair of 

the committee.  

Later in her career, BBZ taught in Japan.  She has also been a visiting scholar at the Catholic University of America and at 

Wesley Theological Seminary. Zikmund has also served as an alumna trustee at Beloit College, which awarded her its 

25th Reunion Award in 1986. Her papers are held by the library of Columbia University.  

Registration details are being handled by our UNA Registrar, Barbara Hoig.  You may call First Congregational 
UCC in Alpena (989) 356-1795 for more information.   REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  SEPT 16, 2019. 
 
To put your name on the list (lunch will be provided).   There is a $20 registration fee, payable at the door -- or in 
advance when you register with Barbara Hoig (bhoig@yahoo.com).  
Please use the registration form included with this letter, or email Barbara Hoig at bhoig@yahoo.com.   
Barbara Hoig must have your registration so that we have enough lunch or everyone.     
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