
 

Michigan Conference, United Church of Christ 
Board of Directors Minutes 

July 16, 2015 
(Approved by the Board) 

 
 

Mission Statement 
For Christ’s sake, equip the churches and the clergy of the Michigan Conference United Church of 
Christ for faithful leadership and effective ministries of spiritual discernment, prophetic integrity, 
compassionate generosity, and vital growth. 

 
Present: Karen Holcomb-Merrill, (President), Judy Furman, (GWA),  Rev. Barbara Hoig, (UNA/Secretary),  

Rev. Charles Corley, (At Large), Vice President), Karen Wheeler, (Treasurer), George Bozanich (DMA), Judith 
Booker, (Moderator), Rev. Coni Simon (At Large) 
 
Staff: Rev. Campbell Lovett, Rev. Cheryl Burke 
 

Excused Absence: Rev. Ruth Moerdyk, (SWA). 

 
Meeting called to order by president Karen Holcomb-Merrill, at 10:10 am. 
 
Opening Devotions from Jeremiah, prepared by Campbell Lovett. 
 
Consent Agenda:  Consent agenda was accepted.  

 
Old Business:   

- Approval of March Minutes (No quorum in May). Approved as presented 
- Approval of May Financial Reports (No quorum in May). Approved as presented. 
- Bylaws revision regarding board officers. Approved as presented and sent on to the Annual 

Meeting. 
- Bylaws revisions regarding the selection of General Synod Delegates. Approved as presented 

and sent on to the Annual Meeting. 
- Board Resignation – The Board of Directors regretfully accepted the resignation of Judge 

Cynthia Stephens, effective immediately. 
 

June Financial Report: Treasurer Karen Wheeler presented the report and introduced a new form for 
reporting which was well received.  The financial report was accepted.  
  
Board Recruitment – 2020 Vision Update: There are currently three vacancies on the board and there will be 
an additional two openings at the Annual Meeting as Charles Corley and Barbara Hoig are term-limited.  The 
board had a brainstorming session about possible candidates to fill these spots, thinking about the 2020 Vision 
and about board diversity. The Executive Committee will consider the list of possible candidates and make a 
recommendation to the board.  
 
The board also did some brainstorming about how to attract youth and young adult delegates for General 
Synod. 
 
Annual Meeting Update: Judith Booker gave an update. Planning is going well. Registration is now open. She 
will be bringing several action items to the board in September.  
 
Mission Area Team Updates:  Cheryl Burke updated the board about the Vital Growth Mission Area Team, 
talking about the new church/ministry starts around the state.  All seem to be doing well.  New Waves in 
Traverse City had a great experience and made lots of contacts marching in the Pride Parade.  They have also 



launched their Pub Theology program called “Drink Deeply” which is a series of two gatherings each Tuesday 
night in July and August.  One will be in a coffee house, the other in a local pub.    
 
Letter of Encouragement to Conference Churches: Given all that is happening in the country and across 
the world, the Executive Committee thought it might be helpful to send a letter of encouragement to the 
Michigan Conference churches. There was a robust discussion about what might be included in the letter.  
Campbell and Karen will draft a letter and send it around for approval. 
 
Adjourned at 1:00 
 
Next Meeting: September 17, 2016 at the Conference Office.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Rev. Barbara Hoig, Secretary  
 


