
 
 
 

Michigan Conference United Church of Christ 
Annual Gathering - October 22, 2022 

Procedures for Considering an Emergency Resolution 
 

The Conference Board of Directors through the Executive Committee has accepted the 
Prophetic Integrity Mission Area Team’s submission of the attached resolution as an Emergency 
Resolution to be presented to the delegates of the Annual Gathering, with PIMAT seeking 
approval for it to be placed on the agenda of the Gathering. 
 
The Conference Guidelines Regarding Resolutions (5/15) state the following procedure: 
6 Conference Meeting 
6.2 The Prophetic Integrity Mission Area Team (PIMAT)on behalf of the Board will report any 
resolutions received late or in an emergency situation, making recommendations regarding the 
propriety of them being considered at the Conference Meeting. A majority vote of the delegates 
shall be required for these resolutions to be addressed at the Conference Meeting. 
  Note: PIMAT’s “recommendations regarding the propriety of the resolution” are attached to the 
emergency resolution.  
 
Since this resolution cannot be officially received until the first business session of the Annual 
Gathering, there will be no Hearing scheduled prior to the Gathering. 
 
A motion from PIMAT seeking approval for the Emergency Resolution to be presented to the 
Annual Gathering will be brought forth during the first business session.  PIMAT will offer the 
propriety reasoning in favor of the Conference taking up the Emergency Resolution.  This 
presentation will follow the Standing Rule and standard of having two minutes for the 
presentation.  There will be no other presentations or debate. The Delegates will vote, with a 
majority required for approval to bring the Resolution forward. 
 
If the Delegates do vote to bring the Emergency Resolution forward, it will be addressed by the 
Gathering during the second business session. Debate will follow the Standing Rules and 
standards with a two-minute opening statement by the original submitter followed by debate pro 
and con. These presentations are limited to two minutes each for a total of three pro and three 
con comments.  No amendments or changes may be proposed regarding the resolution. 
 
As a Witness Resolution, a two thirds majority of the delegates are required to pass the 
Emergency Resolution. 
 
 
Prepared by the  
Annual Gathering Planning Team 
 
 
 
 
 



Prophetic Integrity Mission Area Team: 
Recommendations Regarding the Propriety of the Emergency Resolution 
 
 
 
The importance of the resolution to the Conference: The importance is not to the conference. The 
importance is to our planet. The importance is to get as many congregations as possible talking 
about the urgency of action when it comes to our polar ice caps melting at a rate that is 
irreversible. The need to the planet and us is outlined in the resolution. We talk about the Gospel 
every Sunday. We keep coming back to our sacred stories time and again so that we can partake 
in the building of the Beloved Community. Even if there is a national resolution speaking to 
divestment, we need to continue putting this important topic at the forefront of our work in the 
covenantal relationship with God, Christ and church.  
 
The timeliness or urgency as to why the resolution should be presented as an 
emergency: Regardless of institutional barriers PIMAT feels that all resolutions are a point of 
contact for some of the most difficult subjects that need attention. We feel strongly that resolutions 
are an opportunity to simply implore conversation in the larger church and a time to invite action on 
the part of local churches as well as the larger church, the Michigan Conference.  
 
Why the resolution was presented late: We at PIMAT believe that we did our due diligence to 
present this resolution in a timely manner so that the conference board would have ample 
opportunity of time for discernment and conversation. We received the original resolution in July.  It 
was reviewed by team individually to be reviewed and acted upon at our next PIMAT meeting on 
August 26.  The team approved the resolution with the exception of the need to follow the 
guidelines related to length and formatting.  We contacted the author, Michael Mulberry for editing 
and formatting.  We submitted the final resolution on September 12th, a full five days before the 
board meeting on September 17th.  Our understanding was that it met the requirement of providing 
it to the Board prior to your “summer” meeting.  It is true that scheduling of our meetings (like the 
Board) were difficult to schedule earlier because of the circumstances of members availability. 
 
The level of discomfort may be indicative of the importance of the topic being discussed.  
 
Respectfully submitted by PIMAT 
 
Jay Cummings, Facilitator 
Pamela June Anderson 
James Coran 
Miriam Brown Dorsey 
Herman Haller 
Daniel Kidder-McQuown 
Paul Von Oeyen 
Michael Young  
 



RESOLUTION URGING DIVESTMENT FROM FOSSIL FUEL COMPANIES 
& 

THE MAJOR FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS THAT PROVIDE THEIR CAPITAL 
Michigan Conference:  A Resolution of Witness 

 
WHEREAS, the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ already passed a resolution 1 

to be the first national faith community to divest from fossil fuel companies with the support of its 2 

investment institution, United Church Funds and those that capitalize their work. 3 

 4 

WHEREAS, the fossil fuel industry has begun to pivot toward the manufacture of plastics as a potential 5 

growth market even as plastics contribute to pollution, toxicity, and a destruction of water, land, animal, 6 

and human health. 7 

 8 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Annual Meeting of the Michigan Conference, reflect its covenant 9 

with the wider church, to join with the Twenty-ninth General Synod of the United Church of Christ, in 10 

raising its prophetic voice to divest from fossil fuels and the financial institutions that support them. 11 

 12 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Michigan Conference also covenant to be good neighbors with 13 

institutions like the University of Michigan that is divesting to reach a net zero carbon investment 14 

portfolio.1   15 

 16 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Michigan Conference, its Associations, its staff, representatives, 17 

leadership, congregations, and membership, participate in individual and collective action  18 

 19 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that through individual, congregational, and institutional practices and 20 

rhythms, the Michigan Conference shall seek to divest itself of the use of plastics, particularly single-use 21 

plastics. 22 

 23 

FUNDING 24 

 25 

 
1 David Jesse, “U-M disinvests in fossil fuel as part of goal to have net zero carbon investment portfolio,” Detroit 
Free Press, “ March 25, 2021, https://www.freep.com/story/news/education/2021/03/25/university-of-michigan-
disinvests-fossil-fuel/7000151002/  

https://www.freep.com/story/news/education/2021/03/25/university-of-michigan-disinvests-fossil-fuel/7000151002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/education/2021/03/25/university-of-michigan-disinvests-fossil-fuel/7000151002/


Funding for the implementation of this Resolution shall be allocated to provide any transition necessary 26 

to divest away from the fossil fuel industry and investment and practice toward fuel sources that are 27 

renewable, regenerative, and sustainable. 28 

 29 

IMPLEMENTATION 30 

 31 

Prophetic Integrity Mission Area Team (PIMAT) shall gather individuals and congregations who have 32 

been at the forefront of environmental justice within the Michigan Conference to quickly develop a plan 33 

of discernment, education, action, and celebration. 34 

 35 

Rev. Kenneth Arthur, Phoenix UCC, Kalamazoo; Rev. Susan Greenwood, First Congregational 36 

UCC, Coloma; Rev. Mike Mulberry, Pilgrim Congregational UCC, St. Joseph; Rev. Andrew 37 

DeBraber, National Staff, Grand Rapids; Rev. R. Vincent Lavieri, Kalamazoo; Rev. Mary Moran 38 

Cross, Chaplain, PACE of Southwest Michigan; Rev. Ruth Moerdyk, Minister for Search & Call, 39 

Southwest Association, Michigan UCC; Rev. Caroline Meyers; Rev. Calandra Nevenzel, Zion UCC, 40 

Baroda, Southwest Association Minister.41 



BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL RATIONALE:   

In the second creation story found in Genesis, humankind is made out of the fertile soil.2  (Genesis 2:7) 
We are children of earth full of possibility and promise.  Our creation stories teach that as life goes for all 
of creation so goes life for humankind.   And, conversely, as life goes for humankind, so goes life for all 
of creation.  Theologian Michael Northcutt has said, “If we throw Mother Nature out the window, she 
comes back in the door with a pitchfork.”3 
 

The first creation story found in Genesis has God beginning the creation story by making order out of 
chaos.  Creator sets boundaries and limits.  These boundaries and limits are put into place to provide a 
safe, abundant, viable, and fruitful place for human habitation—a place without scarcity.4 
(Deuteronomy 8:7-11).  Jeremiah, the prophet, sees the order, boundaries, and limits established by 
God’s wisdom, power, and understanding.  The intersectional injustice of Judah’s ruling elite and their 
“comfort clerics” has led to an undoing of those boundaries and limits.  Creation becomes undone.  
Chaos returns.  “Disaster overtakes disaster.”  The earth returns to becoming “waste and void.” 
(Jeremiah 4:20, 23ff) 
 

Our deep tradition shares the warning.  Jesus also shared the glory by telling us we would know the 
goodness and care of God by reflecting on the wildflowers or the birds. (Luke 12:27ff) 
 

When the disciples asked Jesus why they could not drive out certain demons, Jesus told them that only 
prayer and fasting could drive them out.  (Mark 9:29)  Prayer, politically, is solidarity.  Mystic Julian of 
Norwich referenced prayer as a “oneing ourselves to God.”  Fasting, politically, is detachment from the 
Domination System, a way of purifying intent and reflecting true sources of power and nourishment.  To 
pray for God’s good earth then is to show our solidarity with its present and future.  To ask for 
divestment then is to reflect a spiritual practice of prayer and fasting.   
 

Through many resolutions over decades, the General Synod of the United Church of Christ has 
recognized what Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I, the spiritual leader of 300 million Orthodox 
Christians, declares boldly: that wrecking creation is a sin. Many of these 38 resolutions also decry the 
unjust, disproportionate impact climate change is already having on those living in poverty and in the 
least developed countries, the elderly and children and those least responsible for the emissions of 
greenhouse gases. For these and other reasons, the United Church of Christ is ever more committed to 
care for God’s creation. This can be seen in the articulated Core Purpose of the United Church of Christ 
(2012): “… we serve God in the co-creation of a just and sustainable world as made manifest in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
While vested interests may have created uncertainty and disbelief about the advent of climate change 
and the reasons for that change, the scientific consensus on human-caused climate change is greater 

 
2 Biblical scholar, Professor Ellen F. Davis, shares this translation in her book, Scripture, Culture, and Agriculture: An 
Agrarian Reading Of The Bible (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 2008). 
3 Michael Northcutt, A Political Theology of Climate Change (Grand Rapids, MI:  William B. Eerdmans, 2013), p. 
45ff. 
4 Walter Brueggeman, Like Fire in the Bones (Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 2006) 



than 99%.  That consensus spans a broad spectrum of scientific inquiry and study.5  In a commercial 
setting where 3 out of 4 dentists recommend sugarless gum for their patients who chew gum as a 
definitive statement, this amount of scientific certainty has rarely been known as part of public policy 
decisions or wider public knowledge. 
 
The International Monetary Fund detailed that the fossil fuel industry receives subsidies of 11 million 
dollars every minute.6 The major financial institutions funding the fossil fuel industry and providing 
capital are all found in the United States—Chase, Citi, Wells-Fargo, and Bank of America.7   
 
The United States provides a number of tax subsidies to the fossil fuel industry as a means of 
encouraging domestic energy production. These include both direct subsidies to corporations, as well as 
other tax benefits to the fossil fuel industry. Conservative estimates put U.S. direct subsidies to the fossil 
fuel industry at roughly $20 billion per year; with 20 percent currently allocated to coal and 80 percent 
to natural gas and crude oil. European Union subsidies are estimated to total 55 billion euros annually.8   
 
Plastics are made from dirty fossil fuels.9  As the world transitions away from fossil fuels as an energy 
source, the fossil fuel industry is eyeing plastics as a potential growth market.10  Already, we know the 
tremendous damage that plastics are creating as garbage and waste materials on God’s good earth.  
Twenty-two million pounds of plastics enter the Great Lakes each year, most of it into Lake Michigan.11  
The presence of micro-plastics has become denser in our air and water.12  Micro-plastics are now a 
prevalent toxic presence in the Great Lakes, changing and deforming wildlife.13  Just recently, micro-
plastics, which can do serious damage to human cells, have been found in blood.14 
 
In President George W. Bush’s State of the Union speech in January 2006, he stated that America is 
addicted to oil.15  It is time to call for a fast. 
 

 

 
5 Mark Lynas et al 2021 Environ. Res. Lett. 16 114005; Naomi Oreskes, “The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change,” Science, December 3, 2004, Vol. 306, Issue 
5702, p. 1686, https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.1103618.  
6 Damian Carrington, “Fossil fuel industry gets subsidies of $11m a minute, IMF finds,” The Guardian, October 6, 2021, 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/06/fossil-fuel-industry-subsidies-of-11m-dollars-a-minute-imf-finds.  
7 Bill McKibben, “Banking on Climate Change,” Sojourners, August 2022, p. 16. 
8 Environmental and Energy Study Institute, “Fact Sheet | Fossil Fuel Subsidies: A Closer Look at Tax Breaks and Societal Costs,” July 29, 2019; 
https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-fossil-fuel-subsidies-a-closer-look-at-tax-breaks-and-societal-costs.  
9 Risha Narayanan, “Does Plastic Come from Fossil Fuels? Yes – Here’s What You Need to Know,” Conservative Law Foundation, April 18, 2022, 
https://www.clf.org/blog/plastic-comes-from-fossil-fuels/#:~:text=Plastics%20are%20part%20of%20a,plastic%20using%20dirty%20fossil%20fuels.  
10 Katie Brigham, “How the fossil fuel industry is pushing plastics on the world,” CNBC, January 29, 2022. 
11 Tony Briscoe, “22 million pounds of plastics enter the Great Lakes each year. Most of the pollution pours into Lake Michigan,” Chicago Tribune, September 4, 
2019. 
12 Garrett Ellison, “We’re eating and drinking Great Lakes plastic. How alarmed should we be?,” mlive, January 26, 2022. https://www.mlive.com/public-
interest/2021/09/were-eating-and-drinking-great-lakes-plastic-how-alarmed-should-we-be.html. 
13 Sharon Oosthoek, “Scientists find more complexity in microplastics polluting the Great Lakes,” Bridge Michigan,  May 4, 2021, 
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/scientists-find-more-complexity-microplastics-polluting-great-lakes?gclid=CjwKCAjwlqOXBhBqEiwA-
hhitHTGJASYmFZYWiP6zLcH5WRtNeK2NzbBNa8TFj1s6AtHFEDfZSlujBoCi2MQAvD_BwE.  
14 Dave Lucas, “Alarm as microplastics are found in human blood for the first time,” WAMC Public Radio, March 30, 2022, https://www.wamc.org/news/2022-03-
30/alarm-as-microplastics-are-found-in-human-blood-for-the-first-time.; Damian Carrington, “Microplastics cause damage to human cells, study shows,” The 
Guardian, December 8, 2021.  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/08/microplastics-damage-human-cells-study-plastic.  
15 George W. Bush, “State of the Union 2016,” January 31, 2006, https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/stateoftheunion/2006/.  

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.1103618
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/06/fossil-fuel-industry-subsidies-of-11m-dollars-a-minute-imf-finds
https://www.eesi.org/papers/view/fact-sheet-fossil-fuel-subsidies-a-closer-look-at-tax-breaks-and-societal-costs
https://www.clf.org/blog/plastic-comes-from-fossil-fuels/#:%7E:text=Plastics%20are%20part%20of%20a,plastic%20using%20dirty%20fossil%20fuels
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/09/were-eating-and-drinking-great-lakes-plastic-how-alarmed-should-we-be.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/09/were-eating-and-drinking-great-lakes-plastic-how-alarmed-should-we-be.html
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/scientists-find-more-complexity-microplastics-polluting-great-lakes?gclid=CjwKCAjwlqOXBhBqEiwA-hhitHTGJASYmFZYWiP6zLcH5WRtNeK2NzbBNa8TFj1s6AtHFEDfZSlujBoCi2MQAvD_BwE
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/scientists-find-more-complexity-microplastics-polluting-great-lakes?gclid=CjwKCAjwlqOXBhBqEiwA-hhitHTGJASYmFZYWiP6zLcH5WRtNeK2NzbBNa8TFj1s6AtHFEDfZSlujBoCi2MQAvD_BwE
https://www.wamc.org/news/2022-03-30/alarm-as-microplastics-are-found-in-human-blood-for-the-first-time
https://www.wamc.org/news/2022-03-30/alarm-as-microplastics-are-found-in-human-blood-for-the-first-time
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/08/microplastics-damage-human-cells-study-plastic
https://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/stateoftheunion/2006/

