
Hearts & Treasures: Creating a Culture of Generosity at Your Church 

 

Saturday, May 19th, 2018 

10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (Registration will begin at 9:30 a.m.) 

 
Get your stewardship team together and learn about Year-Round Stewardship, Integrating Stewardship 

and Worship, Planned Giving, Re-Purposing Your Building, and OCWM from representatives of United 

Church Funds, United Church Building & Loan Fund, UCC OPTIC Team and more! A day-long track 

will be provided for Church Treasurers. 

 

Location: 

Pilgrim Congregational UCC 

125 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 

Lansing, MI  

 

9:30-10:00 a.m.  Registration & Refreshments 

 

10:00-10:30   Welcome, Worship, Introductions 

 

10:40- 11:40   Workshop Session 1 

 

OCWM Does Not Stand for 'Our Church Wants Money'! 

 Presenter: Campbell Lovett (Conference Minister, Michigan Conference  
   UCC), Penny Lowes (Vice Moderator, General Synod, UCC) 
 
Our Church's Wider Mission is the primary financial connection between a Local Church, the 

Conference and the National Setting of the United Church of Christ. Churches follow a variety of 

practices for participating financially with the wider church. This is not an opportunity to hear 

about what you get for your money, but instead, what the exciting ways your mission dollars are 

invested for awesome missions and ministries.  An abundance of resources will be available for 

interpreting OCWM to your local congregation.  

 

 

Transformed Giving Through Year-Round Stewardship 

 Presenter:  Andy DeBraber (UCC OPTIC Team) 
 

For churches successfully raising money for their mission, stewardship is no longer just a month-

long issue.  Nor is it a simple matter of pointing to the leak in the roof and asking members for 

help.  Stewardship is a year-round experience that embraces a combination of actions and 

strategies.  This workshop provides practical, hands-on, and proven tips for your congregation’s 

stewardship planning and successful execution. 

 

Building Congregational Financial Health Through Planned Giving 

 Presenter:  Don Hill/Howard Hawkins (United Church Funds) 
 



An open forum discussion about the basics of planned giving and best practices, how individuals 

can achieve their stewardship goals, and how the UCF Planned Giving Microsite platform can 

help UCC churches and organizations implement a sustainable planned giving program to ensure 

their future financial health and security. 

 

Church Treasurer's Track - Part One: 

 I'm the Church Treasurer. Now what?  

 Presenter:  Bob Heisler, Business Manager, Michigan Conference 
 

An introduction to the duties and responsibilities of a church treasurer, the actual work that a 

treasurer may do (posting receipts, paying bills, completing financial reports for the council, 

etc), and making sure the proper safeguards, checks and balances are in place to provide 

transparent reports and procedures. 

 

11:45-12:30                 Lunch 

 

12:30-1:30                   Workshop Session 2 
 

Re-Purposing Your Building for Revitalized Ministry  

 Presenter:   Susan Mitchell (Church Building & Loan Fund)  
 

Church buildings, especially older church buildings, demand constant care and attention often 

stretching church budgets and resources to the limit.  This workshop offers strategies and 

examples of ways in which your church building can work for you to augment your ministries, 

increase your presence in the community, prioritize use of spaces, obtain funding for renovations 

and rehabilitation and more. 

 

Planned Giving:   

Utilizing an On-line Tool of the United Church Funds to Get Started. 

 Presenter:  Howard Hawkins (United Church Funds) 
 

United Church Funds (UCF) is delighted to introduce our Planned Giving Microsite platform.  

The online platform will allow your church (or organization) to educate donors about the 

importance of planned giving and explain how a gift today can help to ensure the future 

sustainability of your church.  The Microsite is available 24/7, which allows donors to learn 

about your mission and explore his/her planned giving options when it is most convenient for 

them.  The Microsite platform will help your church build a sustainable planned giving program. 

 

Integrating Stewardship Fully into Worship:  

 Children, Testimonies, Cell Phones, and Offering Plates,  

 Presenter: Andy DeBraber (UCC OPTIC Team) 
 

If worship is about our hearts, it also includes our treasures. Jesus talked frequently about money. 

How do we do the same with authenticity and humility? How do we teach stewardship to our 



children? How do we celebrate all gifts? How do we get someone besides the pastor and the 

treasurer to talk about money? Come examine your churches practices in worship and how they 

help or hinder giving. 

 

Church Treasurer's Track – Part Two:   

 How to Get the Work Done.   

 Presenter:  Bob Heisler, Business Manager, Michigan Conference 
 

A continuation of the presentation and opportunities for questions and discussion. 

 

1:45-2:45                     Workshop Session 3 

 

Re-Purposing Your Building for Revitalized Ministry  

 Presenter:   Susan Mitchell (Church Building & Loan Fund)  
 

Church buildings, especially older church buildings, demand constant care and attention often 

stretching church budgets and resources to the limit.  This workshop offers strategies and 

examples of ways in which your church building can work for you to augment your ministries, 

increase your presence in the community, prioritize use of spaces, obtain funding for renovations 

and rehabilitation and more. 

 

21st Century Giving Practices that Work 

 Presenter: Andy DeBraber (UCC OPTIC Team) and Don Hill (UCF) 
 

Many people no longer carry cash or checks. Do you have a way for them to give if they show 

up on Sunday? How about all the people who come through your building every week? Is there a 

way for them to support your work financially? An open discussion format of examples and 

stories will include these topics and more, such as reporting the impact of a gift and thanking 

first-time givers - or thanking people in general! Sometimes what’s old-school is new-school. 

 

 

Church Treasurer's Track – Part Three:   

 How to Keep My Church Out of Trouble. 

 Presenter:  Bob Heisler, Business Manager, Michigan Conference 
 

A continuation of the presentation and opportunities for questions and discussion. 

 

2:55-3:30  Closing Panel Discussion:    What’s Your ‘Take-Away?” 
 

 


